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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: STATUS OF AMERICANS 
REF: STATE 209232 (NOTAL) 

1 . I HAVE DISCUSSED THE MATTER RAISED IN REFTEL WITH THE 
EMBASSY IN PRETORIA WHICH HAS A CLEARER PICTURE OF THE 
STATUS OF AMERICANS IN RHODESIA THAN I DO. I HAVE HAD 
VIRTUALLY NO CONTACT WHATSOEVER WITH AMERICANS IN 
SALISBURY. 

2. FROM WHAT I CAN TELL, AMERICANS IN RHODESIA FALL INTO FOUR 
MAIN CATEGORIES: MISSIONARIES, BUSINESS PEOPLE, A FEW 
MILITARY MERCENARIES, AND DEPENDENTS OF RHODESIANS AND 
OTHER NATIONALITIES. BY FAR THE LARGEST NUMBER WOULD BE 

IN THE FIRST CATEGORY, MISSIONARIES. THIS GROUP IS 
LIKELY TO BE VERY RESISTENT TO LEAVING RHODESIA AT ALL. 

THEY WILL TRY TO WEATHER THE TRANSITION TO INDEPENDENCE. 

EVEN IF THEY LEAVE, IT IS LIKELY TO BE A FEW AT A TIME, 

SINCE I DO NOT ENVISAGE A DRAMATIC BREAKDOWN OF LAW AND 
ORDER. WHEN THEY LEAVE THEY WILL PROBABLY BE 
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SUPPORTED AND ATTENDED TO BY THEIR PARENT MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. NONE OF THE OTHER GROUPS SEEM TO ME TO BE 
LIKELY TO POSE A PROBLEM OF DESTITUTION, NOR DO I BELIEVE 
IT LIKELY THAT THERE WILL BE A SUDDEN EXODUS OF THEM. 

THEY ARE LIKELY TO TRICKLE OUT IF THE SITUATION DETERIORATES 
FURTHER. MOST OF THEM WILL BE ABLE TO TAKE CARE OF THEMSELVES. 
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